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Alabama Marine Resources honors partners in world's top artificial reef program
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If any doubt existed that Ala-
bama has the best artificial reef
program in the world, Chris
Blankenship made an emphatic
declaration last week that Al-
abama’s artificial reefs are unpar-
alleled anywhere on the planet.
Blankenship, Commissioner of
the Alabama Department of Con-
servation and Natural Resources
(ADCNR), made that unabashed
statement at The Lodge at Gulf
State Park during a naming cere-
mony for seven new artificial
reef zones in nearshore waters off
the coast of Alabama and the re-
naming of one existing offshore
reef zone.
“We live in an extremely beauti-
ful state,” Blankenship said.
“God has really blessed us with
the beach, the mountains, the
Black Belt and all the areas in be-
tween. We have some of the best
hunting and fishing, and I get to
go around the country and talk
about all the wonderful things we
have in Alabama. But there is
nothing that I’m more passionate
about than when I get to talk
about the artificial reef zones and
the artificial reef work that we
have in Alabama.
“When I go places and tell peo-
ple that Alabama has the largest
artificial reef program in the
world, a lot people scratch their
heads and look at me like, ‘We
didn’t even know Alabama has a
coast. What do you mean you
have a great artificial reef sys-
tem?’”
That’s when Blankenship backs

Dr. Robert Shipp, left, is presented with a proclamation
from Gov. Kay Ivey, renaming the Don Kelley North artifi-
cial reef zone to the Dr. Robert Shipp reef zone. Presenting
the proclamation are Conservation Commissioner Chris
Blankenship, right, and Marine Resources Director Scott
Bannon. (Photo by Billy Pope).
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fense and they play well together.
We’ve got to move the ball more
to help them out,” Mettenberger
said. “Right now, we’re asking
entirely too much of them stay-
ing on the field and expecting
stops. We didn’t run the ball as
well as we wanted to. We com-
pleted the ball, but we really did-
n’t get to stretch the ball down
field as much as we wanted to.
But ultimately, we got the win,
and that’s all that matters.”
The team tied the game at 23 on
a 6-yard pass from Mettenberger
to Terrence Magee. They went
ahead for good on a game win-
ning field goal from Austin
MacGinness, a kicker that was

signed just 5 days prior. 
So, with a new quarterback and
kicker, the Express finally tasted
victory. Afterwards. Head Coach
Mike Singletary said, "We
weren’t even worried about the
offense, we were just finishing,”
he said. “We just wanted to win.
O-and-4 wasn’t gonna cut it.
Turnovers will come when you
finish the game. I feel like we
were really focusing on keeping
our energy up, keeping the of-
fense in it."
The Express hope to go on a

winning streak when the face the
Atlanta Legends on the road on
Sunday, March 10, 2019.

up his claim with the facts, in-
cluding the more than 1,100
square miles of artificial reef
habitat, the 15,000 or so artificial
reefs and the variety of reef struc-
tures that are deployed off the Al-
abama coast, including ships,
barges, bridge rubble and other
reefs designed specifically to en-
hance the marine habitat.
Blankenship, the former Marine
Resources Director, said last
week’s ceremony was an oppor-
tunity to recognize people and or-
ganizations that have been
instrumental in helping Alabama
to build the world’s largest artifi-
cial reef system.
“One of the things that I am most
proud of when we talk about the
artificial reef program and the
reason we’ve been so successful
in Alabama is there are so many
partners involved in the work
that gets done out there,” he said.
“And nobody cares who gets the
credit. I think that’s why it’s been
so successful.
“I can honestly say that with the
artificial reef program in Ala-
bama, there has been more con-
cern about doing the good work,
building this habitat and building
this fishery we have and a whole
lot less concern about who gets
the credit.”
Despite the humility, Blanken-
ship said ADCNR wanted to take
the time to recognize those peo-
ple and organizations that have
made the lofty status of the Ala-
bama artificial reef system possi-
ble through decades of
partnership work.
The seven new reefs that were
named are located in the new
nearshore reef zones that were fi-
nally approved by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers last year.
Marine Resources Director Scott

Bannon read proclamations from
Gov. Kay Ivey that highlighted
the contributions of each of the
honorees.
“This day has been a long time
coming,” Bannon said. “We’ve
been working these artificial reef
zones. Alabama has arguably the
largest artificial reef zones in the
world. We’ve expanded into the
6- to 9-mile range. We knew we
needed to honor some of the peo-
ple and organizations that helped
make this happen. That also in-
cluded our staff. We have a great
staff at Marine Resources.”
One of the nearshore zones was
named for the contribution of the
Alabama Wildlife Federation,
which helped develop the Ala-
bama Artificial Reef Develop-
ment Plan. The plan has helped
to secure $35 million in funding
for inshore and offshore artificial
reef zones.
The Coastal Conservation Asso-

ciation (CCA) of Alabama con-
tributed to reef construction and

enhancement after the Deepwater
Horizon oil spill in 2010 by pro-
viding financial and logistical
support for artificial reef work
both inshore and offshore.
The National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation (NFWF) has been a
contributor to conservation re-
search in Alabama since 1984
and provided about $34 million
in recent years for the expansion
and enhancement to Alabama’s
artificial reef program.
The Alabama Charter Fishing
Association, formerly known as
the Orange Beach Fishing Asso-
ciation, actually started the arti-
ficial reef work off Alabama long
before any other organization.
The association has worked with
the State of Alabama for the past
60 years to make the artificial
reef zone the best in the world.
Those reefs allow the Alabama
charter boats to take thousands of
people each year from across the
country and world to enjoy phe-
nomenal fishing for species like

red snapper.
The Alabama Gulf Coast Reef
and Restoration Foundation was
created to enhance the diving and
fishing opportunities off the Ala-
bama coast with fundraising for
the deployment of the 271-foot
ship “The LuLu” in 2013 and the
128-foot party boat “Capt.
Shirley Brown” in 2015. The
foundation also worked with Ma-
rine Resources to establish the
Poseidon’s Playground, where
novice divers can gain experi-
ence in nearshore waters. The
foundation continues to work
with Marine Resources to de-
velop plans for additional reef
deployments and also works with
the dive community to monitor
the health of the reefs and re-
move invasive species like the li-
onfish.
Dr. Stephen Szedlmayer, a pro-
fessor at Auburn University’s
School of Fisheries and Allied
Aquacultures, has been studying
reef fish, especially red snapper,
off the Alabama coast for the past
25 years. Szedlmayer’s research
has contributed to the recognition
of oil and gas platforms as signif-
icant habitat for juvenile reef fish
in the Gulf of Mexico. His re-
search has also led to a better un-
derstanding of the life cycle and
longevity of red snapper off the
Alabama coast.
The other new reef was named
in honor of Dr. Sean Powers,
head of Marine Sciences at the
University of South Alabama
(USA) and senior scientist at the
Dauphin Island Sea Lab. Powers,
who succeeded Dr. Robert (Bob)
Shipp as head of Marine Sci-
ences at USA, has researched
reef fish habitat in the Gulf since
2003. His current research is fo-
cusing on the abundance of reef

fish off the Alabama coast.
“Before, we had to learn a lot

about the life history and repro-
ductive strategy of red snapper,”
Powers said. “That’s what we
have learned from Dr. Shipp and
Dr. Szedlmayer. Now we need to
move it to more quantitative, to
actually use the research to esti-
mate the abundance of red snap-
per so we (Alabama) can manage
our own fishery.
“We have a lot of red snapper off
Alabama, but we harvest a large
amount of red snapper too. It’s a
delicate balance, but I think it’s
one that we’ve achieved. Like
last year, we (through Snapper
Check) realized how many snap-
per were being caught and the
season was shortened. That gives
me a lot of confidence in the new
system.”
Dr. Shipp, professor emeritus at
USA, has been studying red
snapper off the Alabama coast
since 1973 and has been instru-
mental in the development of the
Alabama Artificial Reef Pro-
gram. Dr. Shipp has served more
than 20 years on the Gulf of
Mexico Fishery Management
Council, including three terms as
chair. At last week’s ceremony,
the Don Kelley North General
Permit Area was renamed the Dr.
Robert Shipp Reef Zone.
“I think it’s just great that Chris
and the State of Alabama recog-
nize how valuable the red snap-
per resource is,” Shipp said.
“They’ve done a great job of cre-
ating this reef system.
“I will say this – I’ve said it be-
fore – we’ve got to have state
management (for red snapper). If
we had state management, we
could have a six-month season
with a two-fish bag limit, and it
wouldn’t make a dent in our pop-
ulation.”
Blankenship said that Alabama
is blessed to have three great ma-
rine scientists in Drs. Szedl-
mayer, Powers and Shipp.

“They have dedicated so much
of their careers to the work done
off the Alabama coast,” Blanken-
ship said. “Their work is known
as the gold standard of red snap-
per research anywhere in the
world. Largely, it is because of
these three people that we have
been able to expand the artificial
reef program and build such a
great fishery here in Alabama.
“And I want to say, we’re not
done. When you have the success
we’ve had in building reefs off
Alabama, there’s a tendency to
become complacent or think
you’ve done enough. We don’t
feel that way at all. We’re going
to make sure we continue to have
the best artificial reef program in
the world.”

V i s i t
www.outdooralabama.com/salt-
water-fishing/artificial-reefs for
more information on the world’s
leading artificial reef. 

perience for beer drinkers, base-
ball fans, and soccer fans alike.”

Fans can enjoy the premium
Budweiser Club experience on a
season, single-game, or group
basis for 901 FC matches and a
single-game and group basis for
Redbirds games. For more infor-
mation, visit www.memphisred-
birds.com or
www.memphis901fc.com or call
AutoZone Park at (901) 721-
6000.
The Budweiser Club partner-

ship comes on the heels of last
week’s partnership announce-
ment with Memphis’ own Ter-
minix to provide naming rights
for the Terminix Terrace at Au-
toZone Park, the front-of-jersey
sponsorship for 901 FC, and the
Terminix Saturday Fireworks
Shows at Redbirds games.
AutoZone Park is the home of
Triple-A Baseball’s Memphis
Redbirds and Memphis 901 FC
of the USL Championship and is
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the decades, cultivating social
progress. We wanted to leverage
our long-standing friendship with
the Houston Rockets to proudly
present this event and inspire
those in attendance." 
Carlotta Walls LaNier was the
youngest member of the Little
Rock Nine, a group of African-
American students, who in 1957,
became the first to attend classes
at Little Rock Central High
School in Arkansas.  President
Dwight D. Eisenhower ordered
the 101st Airborne Division of
the United States Army to ensure
that LaNier and her classmates
could safely enter the school.
LaNier and the rest of the Little
Rock Nine, were awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal by
President Bill Clinton in 1999.
Lucille Bridges' oldest daughter,
Ruby, was six years old when she
became the first African-Ameri-
can child to integrate a white
Southern elementary school on
Nov. 14, 1960.  They were ac-

companied by U.S. Marshals to
protect them from protesters.
Ruby's first day entering school
is the is the subject of a 1964
painting, The Problem We All
Live With, by Norman Rockwell.
In addition, during the Rockets'
game vs. the Miami Heat at 7
p.m. tonight, as part of the Rock-
ets Black History Night celebra-
tion, the team will honor LaNier
and Bridges on the court during
game breaks. 
To learn more about BBVA Com-
pass, visit:
www.bbvacompass.com
For more news visit:
www.bbva.com and
newsroom.bbvacompass.com
About BBVA Group 
BBVA (NYSE: BBVA) is a cus-
tomer-centric global financial
services group founded in 1857.
The Group has a strong leader-
ship position in the Spanish mar-
ket, is the largest financial
institution in Mexico, it has lead-
ing franchises in South America

Civil Rights leaders Lucille Bridges (left) and Carlotta
Walls Lanier participate in a Fireside Chat with BBVA
Compass and the Houston Rockets at Texas Southern Uni-
versity. (Photo/Courtesy: PRnewswire).
and the Sunbelt Region of the
United States; and it is also the
leading shareholder in Garanti,
Turkey's biggest bank for market
capitalization. Its diversified
business is focused on high-

growth markets and it relies on
technology as a key sustainable
competitive advantage. Corpo-
rate responsibility is at the core
of its business model. BBVA fos-
ters financial education and in-
clusion, and supports scientific

research and culture. It operates
with the highest integrity, a long-
term vision and applies the best
practices. More information
about BBVA Group can be found
at bbva.com.
BBVA Compass is a Sunbelt-

based financial institution that
operates 644 branches, including
331 in Texas, 89 in Alabama, 63
in Arizona, 61 in California, 45
in Florida, 37 in Colorado and 18
in New Mexico. BBVA Compass
ranks among the top 25 largest
U.S. commercial banks based on
deposit market share and ranks
among the largest banks in Ala-
bama (2nd), Texas (4th) and Ari-
zona (6th). BBVA Compass has
been recognized as one of the
leading small business lenders by
the Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) and ranked 8th nation-
ally in terms of dollar volume of
SBA loans originated in fiscal year
2018.  For more BBVA Compass
news, follow @BBVACompass-
News on Twitter, 

Email sports news and photos to
MSTsports@prodigy.net

celebrating its 20th anniversary
in 2019. Over 10.7 million fans
have passed through its gates
since its debut in the spring of
2000.


